March 22, 1983 LB 43

Executive Sessions? We don't exclude the press. We all ow
the press to report what goes on which pretty nuch is

just who voted which way without going into any discussion
But | am Just wondering if maybe this bill should be anend-
ed that as long as the press is allowed at the Legislature's
Executi ve Sessions, shouldn't the people have a right, the
sane right as the press to know what is going on in Execu-

tive Session? After all, they used to be snoke-filled
roons. Of course, they aren't any nore. So | think, Senator
Hoagl and, since the bill has been amended that | cannot
support it. | didn't support it originally in comittee
Then when they said they were going to anend it, | thought
perhaps 1t would nake it a better bill. Now I am Just not
sure that this bill is doing what it was originally intended

to do, make it accessible to all of the neople all of the
tine to all of our open neetings. So | think on that basis
Senator, | amgoing to have to oppose the blll. Thank you.

P RESIDENT: Senator Landls.

SENATOR LANDI S: M. Speaker and menbers of the Legislature,
| support now LB 43 as it is amended. There is a phrase, |
think, that is worthy of clear delineation on the floor and
that is reproducible material. You will find it in the
section which requires one copy of reproducible materia

be made avall able to the public during an open neetlng for
their perusal. Now | suppose that could be in a place where
there is a council nenber who could sinply offer their copy
to the public for their reading. However, what is not in-
tended under reproducible naterial are things, for exanple
like large maps that are oftentinmes used in planning pre-
sentations, nor are protected docunents under the open
records | aw when presented in closed or executive session.
Any docunent presented in an open part of a session becones
an open record, but for those records which are cl osed records
and whi ch are used in executive session only, those renain
closed and do riot need to be reproduced nor given to the
public. Finally, in the event there are copi es of papers
brought by say a council nenber and just sinply held up or
referred to but which are not reproduced for the rest of the
nmenbers of the councll, that is not a reproducible materia
under the ternms of that |anguage with respect to those
parti es who have oeen negotiating for the |ast day or two.
Wth that clarification as to what was nmeant by the parties
who have been discussing this issue in the recent past, |
fully support LB 43 in its anmended version.

PRESIDENT: Senator DeCamp
SENATOR DeCAMP: i ~uesti on



